October 2015

-VO

evoke: 1. to call forth 2. to re-create imaginatively
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Oct. 27, 2015

Violence Against Women: Human Trafficking
Symposium, 6:30-9:30 p.m., Schiff Banquet
and Conference Center (Xavier University)

To register: www.srcharitycinti.orglopjic/vaw.htm

Now. 1, 2015
All Saints Day

Now. 1, 2015

Sunday of Reflection: Creation/Earth
by S. Paula Gonzalez, 10:45 a.m.,
Cedars Auditorium

Now. 2, 2015
All Souls Day

Nov. 16-20, 2015

Nuns Build in New Orleans, Louisiana

Now. 29, 2015
First Sunday of Advent

The SC Community came together on

Sept. 20 to celebrate the acceptance of
(from left) Denise Morris, Romina Sapinoso
and Whitney Shieltz as Affiliates. During
their time of Affiliation, Denise, Romina and
Whitney will learn more about the Sisters
of Charity and the charism, and join in the
Community’s ministry of love and service to
others. They will also be living in community
in Anthony, New Mexico.

Evoking Our “Yes’

By S. Janet Gildea

hat does Pope

Francis evoke in

you? Did you
find yourself glued to the
television last month to watch
his arrival, his address to
Congress, the United Nations
or any of the major liturgical
celebrations? Were your social
media contacts buzzing about
what he did or said (or didn’t
do or didn’t say)? Were you
able to travel to see him in
person? We could almost wonder aloud as Jesus did about his cousin, John
the Baptist, “What did you go out into the desert to see? A reed swayed
by the wind? Then what did you go out to see? Someone dressed in fine
clothing?” (Mt. 11:7-8) What is it about Pope Francis that captured your
attention or tapped into the hopes and desires of your heart?

From Wikimedia Commons

No doubt the message of the pope attracts because it is the message of
Jesus. He invites and includes as Jesus did. He has a big abrazo (embrace)!
Believers and non-believers, traditionalists and progressives, heads of
state and homeless persons are welcome. Pope Francis also animates and
challenges like Jesus. As several news commentators remarked, “He calls us
to the angels of our better nature.” He doesn’t sugarcoat the Gospel or back
away from controversial Church teachings. But he holds out hope that we all
can continually try to attain those ideals and still be welcome when we fall
short or even disagree.

Perhaps our pope’s strongest appeal comes from his actions. When we
see a 78-year-old Jesuit bend low to wash feet — women’s feet, prisoners’ feet,
Muslim feet, deformed feet — to dry them and to kiss them, to look deep
into the eyes that belong to those feet and to give a beautiful smile before
moving on, we hear the command to love one another and to follow Jesus
on his self-emptying way. We recognize our own heart’s impulse to generous
service. Then Pope Francis evokes our “Yes!” to respond wholeheartedly to

God’s call.
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Future of Charity Blog

“Future of Charity Gathering: NOLA
September |1 1-13,2015”

n September the

Future of Charity

gathered in New
Orleans, Louisiana,
to share experiences,
ideas and dreams.
Many of the
participants offered
their reflections at the
Future of Charity Blog.
To read them, visit

hitp:/lfutureofcharity. blogspot.com/2015/09/future-of-charity-gathering-nola. html.

Take the Francis Challenge!

ope Francis gave

18 public addresses

during his trip to the
U.S. last month. Four were
in English and the rest were
in Spanish. He inspired
and challenged us but will
we take the time to let his
words make a difference
in how we live our faith?
Here are links to transcripts
of several of the major
addresses. How can you put Pope Francis’ words into action?

http:/fwww.nytimes.com/2015/09/23/us/pope-francis-homily-at-the-canonization-
mass-for-the-rev-junipero-serra. html?_r=1

http:/lwww.wordonfire.orglresources/bloglread-pope-francis-speeches-to-the-white-
house-the-bishops-and-congress/4933/

hitp:/ltime.com/4049905/pope-francis-us-visit-united-nations-speech-transcript

E-Voc is the electronic newsletter from the Vocations Team of the Sisters of Charity of Cincinnati for
single women wondering what new thing God is calling forth in their lives. To unsubscribe, click here.

If you are interested in learning more about life as a Sister of Charity, visit our website at
wwwi.srcharitycinti.org or contact S. Monica Gundler at 513-504-5592.

Visit us on Facebook at www.facebook.com/sistersofcharityofcincinnati

My Mentonr —

S. Mary Therese Brasko
By S. Christine Rody

s a member of the Vincentian Sisters
A:;f Charity in Bedford, Ohio, to me,

. Mary Therese Brasko modeled what
it was to be a Sister. She was Novice director
when I entered, responsible for all postulants,
aspirants and novices. She would tell us
certain things were important and you didn’t
compromise those things; as for others ...
use your head is what she used to tell us.

Once she left as Novice director, she was
elected to the Council. As she interacted
with the Congregation, she was always a very
loving, calm presence. She taught chemistry
at our high school and was very committed to
the girls at [Lumen Cordium High School].
Students used to call her “Sister Chemistry.”
She would do whatever was needed to help
them learn.

When I was elected to Leadership and
S. Connie Carpenter (who had been on the
previous Council) unexpectedly died, we began
looking for somebody with experience, to help
with the connecting piece. We asked S. Mary
Therese (who was already in her late 70s, early
80s) and she said yes because it was a need of
the Congregation. We counted on her for that
role; she was a stabilizing person for us.

When we were working full steam on
the merger, there were a lot of questions and
concerns as to whether we were going to lose
our identity. S. Mary Therese was the influence
with many senior Sisters to say that this was a
good thing to do when considering the future
of the congregation and younger members. She
helped convince those who didn’t want to be
convinced of the validity of the move so when
the actual merger took place it was seamless.
She was quietly dynamic.

S.Mary Therese
Brasko
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